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19 November 2020 
 
 
Dear Bruce,  
 
Outline of Scottish Shared Prosperity Fund 
 
It gives me great pleasure to share with you Scotland’s Position Paper on the Shared 
Prosperity Fund.  This sets out how the Scottish Government intends to direct our share of 
the UK replacement for the European Structural Funds. 
 
Informed by the response to our public consultation over winter 2019/20 this work has been  
developed in partnership with our external Steering Group chaired by Professor David Bell of 
University of Stirling, other external stakeholders and Scottish Government policy leads. The 
result is a set of clear recommendations outlining Scotland’s position on funding, 
governance, policy and monitoring and evaluation.  
 
The lack of meaningful engagement the Scottish Government has had with the UK 
Government on the development of a replacement vehicle has been both frustrating and 
disappointing, to say the least.  We find ourselves less than 2 months away from the end of 
European Structural Fund programmes in Scotland but no clearer on the UK’s plans.  In 
contrast, Scotland’s proposed way forward has been developed in conjunction with 
stakeholders across the country and together we have shaped a programme that meets the 
needs of our people, our communities and our businesses.  
 
We understand that the UK Government will announce details on the UK Shared Prosperity 
Fund at next week’s Spending Review and we are hopeful that a transfer of funds will be 
made to the Scottish Government to enable us to deliver our plans.  
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I will keep you updated with development and next steps and am available to come and 
discuss the Paper with the Committee, if required.   
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IVAN MCKEE 
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